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DIGGERS AND DEALERS MINING FORUM 
Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [12.03 pm]: On 8 August 2018, 
I once again attended the Diggers and Dealers Mining Forum in Kalgoorlie. The Diggers and Dealers conference 
highlights the incredible energy and willingness to have a go that exists within Western Australia’s mining, mining 
services and mining technology sectors. I would like to thank the organisers of the event for once again inviting 
me back to speak at the gala dinner. This year’s event had approximately 2 300 attendees, and was a good 
demonstration of the increased activity seen across the sector since March 2017. The sentiment at the event was 
optimistic, yet also had a sense of caution related to the uncertainties generated by current international geopolitics. 
The upbeat mood at this year’s Diggers and Dealers was reflected in two WA gold companies being in the 10 top 
performing stocks on the ASX 100, notably Northern Star Resources and Evolution Mining, with a  number of 
other gold and lithium miners also performing very well. 

A key component of Diggers and Dealers is the recognition of excellence that has occurred throughout the previous 
year, and I would like to congratulate the award winners for 2018: Kirkland Lake Gold for winning the Digger 
Award for being the industry standout Digger of the Year; Kidman Resources for winning the Dealer Award, 
awarded for the most beneficial deal or joint venture each year, for its joint venture with SQM; Ron Sayers for 
winning the G.J. Stokes Memorial Award for his contribution to the resources sector; Stuart McKinnon for winning 
the Media Award for excellence in resources journalism; Metro Mining Ltd for being the best emerging company; 
and Victoria Arrowsmith from the WA School of Mines for winning the Ray Finlayson Medal for leadership and 
academic excellence. I would also like to pay tribute to John Langford, long-time director of Diggers and Dealers, 
who passed away in July and who contributed so much to the success of Diggers and Dealers. Thank you to the 
organisers of the Diggers and Dealers conference, and I look forward to attending next year. 
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